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SCIENCE AND ART DEPARTMENT 


OF THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL ON EDUCATION, 
SOUTH KENSINGTON. 


NATIONAL PORTRAIT EXHIBITION IN 1866. 


The Lords of the Committee of Council on Education have determined to hold a National Portrait 
Exhibition at South Kensington in the Arcades overlooking the Royal Horticultural Society's Gardens 
which will be opened in April 1866. 


This Exhibition is based upon the suggestions made by the Earl of Derby in a letter dated 6th 
May, 1865, from which the following extracts are made, 


“T have long thought that a National Portrait Exhibition, chronologically arranged, might not only 
possess great historical interest by bringing together portreits of all the most eminent contemporaries 
of their respective eras, but might also serve to illustrate the progress and condition, at various 
periods, of British Art. My idea therefore would be to admit cither portraits of eminent men, though 
by inferior or unknown artists, or portraits by eminent artists, though of obscure or unknown individuals. 
I have, of course, no means of knowing, or estimating, the number of such portraits which may exist 
in the Country ; but I am persuaded that, exclusive of the large collections in many great houses, 
there are very many scattered about by ones and twos and threes in private families, the owners of 
which, Come ar nee not be poreanded to pert VO thats, peek wii ee BES FE Bee 
months for a public object.” 


“The question of one, two, or three exhibitions in consecutive years, would, I apprehend, be 
mainly decided by the result of future inquiries as to the probable number of pictures which could be 
obtained, and the space which could be found for their exhibition. But whether the period over 
which each exhibition (if more than one) should range, be longer or shorter, the point on which I 
should set the greatest value, in an historical, if not in an artistic point of view, would be the strict 
maintenance of the chronological serics. 1 shall be very happy if any suggestion of mine should Jead 
the Committee of Council to take up seriously, and carry out, with such alterations of detail as 
experience might suggest, w echams wtih | ink could Raly Gil of baing generally interesting : 
and I should have much pleasure in Sb tT ee 
collection at Knowsley which they might think suitable for their purpose,” 2 ye 
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COMMITTEE. 


The Earl of Derby, K.G., (President). 


*The Lord Preskient of the The Rt. Hon. Spencer Walpole, 
Council. M.P 

The Duke of Buccleuch, K.G. 

The Duke of Devonshire, K.G. 

The Duke of Marlborough. 

The Duke of Leinster. 


The Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Peel 
Bart., M.P. 

The Rr. Hon. W. Cowper, M.P. 

The Rt. Hon. H. A. Bruce, M.P. 

The Rt. Hon, Sir W. Gibson 
Craig,, Bart. 

.G. The Re. Hon. Chichester S, 
Fortescue, M.P. 

Sir Percyvall Hart Dyke, Bart, 


The Marquis of Hertford, K.G. Sir Charles Bunbury, Bart. 


The Marquis of Exeter, K.G. Sir John S. Hippistey, Bart. 
The Earl Percy. Sir C, Wentworth Dilke, Bart., 
The Earl C , K.G. M.P. 

*The Earl S pe *Sir Charles L. Eastlake, P.R.A. 
The Eavl of Darnicy. Sir Frederick Madden, 

The Earl of Warwick. The Vice Chancellor of Oxford 
The Earl Fitzwilliam, K.G. for the time being 

The Earl of Hardwicke. The Vice Chancellorof Cambridge 
The Earl Delawarr. for the time being 

The Earl of Charlemont. The Dean of Westminster 

The Earl S , K.G. The Dean of St. Paul's 

The Earl of Clarendon, K.G The Dean of Windsor 

The Earl of Verulam. The Dean of Christ Church, 
The Earl Brownlow Oxford. 

*The Earl Somers The Provost of Eton, 

*The Earl of Dudley. Mr. W. R. Baker. 

The Viscount Sydney, G.C.B. Mr. C. Sackville Bale 

*The Viscount Cranborne, M.P. Mr. A. Barker 

*The Lord Stanley, M.P. Rev. J. Beck 

*The Lord Elcho, M.P. Mr. E. A. Bowring, C.B, 

*The Lord Bishop of Oxford *Mr. Thomas Carlyle 

The Lord Wharncliffe. *Mr. W. H. ter 

The Lord De L'Isle and Dudley. Mr. Reginald Cholmondelcy. 
The Lord Talbot de Malahide, Mr. H. Cole, C.B. 

The Lord Taunton. Mr. Dominic Colnaghi 


J 
a 


Mr. J. T. Gibson Craig 
. Mr. G, W. Dasent 
. le 
Mr. Richard Fisher 
The ap Algernon Egerton, Mr. John Forster 


M. Mr. A. Fountaine 
The Hon. Spencer C. B Mr. A. W. Franks 
Ponsonby Mr. J. A. Froude 


*The Rt. Hon. B. Disraeli, M.P. Mr. F. Grant, R.A. 
*The Rt. Hon. W. E. Gladstone, Mr. W. H. Gregory, M.P. 
M.P. The Rev. W. Vernon Harcourt 
Mr. Thomas Duffus Hardy 


Mr. Harvey, P.R.S.A. 

Mr. J. Heywood Hawkins 
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Mr. Hee 

Mr. R. S. Holfoni, M.P. 

a - J. B. Beresford Hope, 


Mr. F. Y. Hurlstone 
Prof, the Rev. Charles Kingsley 
Mr. Charles Knight 


Mr. William 
Mr. 
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Mr. J. R. Planché. 


The Very Rev. Dr. Rock 
Mr. { Robinson 
Mr, W. Russell 
+Mr. G. Scharf 
Mr. H. D. Seymour, M.P. 
Mr. R. F. Sketchley 
Mr. Catterson Smith, P.R.H.A, 
Professor Goldwin Smith 
Mr. R. Soden Smith 
*Mr, W. Smith 
Mr. R. Sneyd 
Mr. James Spedding 
*Mr. W. Stirling, M.P. 
Mr. Tom Taylor 
Mr. W. J. Thoms 
Mr. Henry Vaughan 
Mr. Edmund Waterton 
Mr. G. F. Watts 
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Rev. Dr. Wellesley, 
Mr. B. B. Woodward. 
Mr. R. N. Wornum 


*Are Trustecs and ¢ Secretary of the National Portrait Gallery. 


Mr. Samuel Redgrave, to whose valuable labours the successful formation of the Collection of 
Portrait Miniatures is chiefly due, has undertaken the special charge of directing the Exhibition, and 


Mr. Sketchley will act as Secretary. 


By order of the Lords of the 
Committee of Council on Education. 


